
Calculus students,

Attached is a letter from Steve Birch, assistant to George Bush of G.M.A. Trees. He has a
problem, which he describes in his letter, and needs your help to find a solution. He needs
your answer by December 11, so your response will be due at the beginning of class on
December 11, 2014.

In order to help you find time to complete the work, and to make grading easier for me, you
should work in groups of two people on this project. Be sure that both names appear in the
return address of the letter that you write.

Your project will be graded according to the rubric below. Many of the items on this list
are essentially a checklist–make sure that the necessary details are present in your project
in order to get credit. Please attach this page to your completed project.

Grading Criterion Points Possible Points Earned

Not longer than 3 pages 5
Uses appropriate style and tone 5
Proper attribution of any sources 5
Restates details of the problem 5
Includes a diagram or graph 5
Is done with a partner 10
Clearly states and explains the answer to the problem 10
Gives appropriate mathematical formulae 15
Has correct grammar and spelling 15
Mathematics is correct 25

Total Score 100

I hope that you will be able to successfully help Mr. Birch.

Darrin Doud

Professor of Mathematics
Brigham Young University


